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	CHURCH HISTORY 1

Jesus to 1500 AD

Tuesdays, 9 – 11 am August 31 – December 14, 2004

Instructor:  Jim Beasley, M.Div.

http://members.cox.net/beasleyj/
Coastland Christian Bible College and University

27635 Forbes Road, Suite 'L', Laguna Niguel, CA. 92677-1236


Textbook:  Church History In Plain Language by Bruce L. Shelley
Introduction

“Christian history deeply affects every Christian.  It affects how we read the Bible.  It affects how we view our governments.  It affects how we worship.  The church’s history is our family history.  Past Christians are our mothers and fathers, our aunts and uncles, our in-laws and (in some cases) our outlaws!”  So says Timothy Paul Jones in his Introduction to “Christian History Made Easy.”  Many Christians feel that if they just “believe the Bible” then what has happened over the centuries between the times of Jesus to the present is essentially irrelevant.  But how do we know that the Bible we have today is the same Bible that motivated Christians during the apostolic era?  If we accept our present Bible as the Word of God, then how do we know we are interpreting it correctly?  These and many other questions (hopefully) will be answered during this course.

Objectives

· To form a biblical philosophy of history.

· To understand the apostles by understanding their historical situation.

· To trace the development and canonization of the New Testament.

· To understand early church doctrinal disputes and their relevance for today.

· To trace the development of the papacy and understand the reaction of the church to the new religion of Islam. 

· To understand how and why the church grew so rapidly in the first millennium.

· To appreciate the history of the Western and Eastern churches through the middle ages.

Requirements

· Pencil and Pen, textbook, 8 ½  by 11 ruled notebook paper

· A five to eight page
 research paper on some aspect of church history before 1500 AD

· Successful completion of about 6 quizzes

· A passing grade on a comprehensive final exam

Grading

10% Classroom participation, 30% quizzes, 30% term project, and 30% final exam

Outline of Instruction
	Week
	Topics and Deadlines
	Text (pages)

	1
	Introductions, Go over Syllabus and Glossary, Developing a biblical philosophy of history.  The New Testament documents:  Are they reliable?
	

	2
	How to Write a Term Paper; Quiz One; Jesus to 100 AD Introduction
	Handout

	3
	Jesus to 100 AD – The Apostolic Era:  The Hebrew, Greek and Roman background; term topic and initial bibliography due
	3-12

	4
	Jesus to 100 AD – The Apostolic Era:  The New Testament and the early church controversies; Quiz Two
	13-23

	5
	100 – 325 AD – The Post Apostolic Era:  Persecution of the church and martyrs, development of the New Testament canon
	27-68

	6
	100 – 325 AD – The Post Apostolic Era:  Rise of the church-state, beginnings of the papacy; the Arian controversy; Quiz Three
	69-108

	7
	325 – 420 AD – Development of monasticism and the papacy, Jerome and the Vulgate, Augustine and Pelagius
	108-140

	8
	420 – 664 AD – Nestorian, Leo’s Tome, Gregory, the rise of Islam; Quiz Four
	141-172

	9
	664 – 1060 – Charlemagne and the Rise of the Holy Roman Empire, split between Eastern and Western churches
	173-182

	10
	664 – 1060—Famous monks and saints; Quiz Five
	173-182

	11
	1060 – 1295—The Crusades; term outline and notes due
	183-193

	12
	1060 – 1295—Famous monks and saints; Quiz Six
	194-214

	13
	Thanksgiving Week
	

	14
	1295—1500—The Babylonian Captivity of the Church, John Wycliffe, John Hus, Renaissance:  precursor to Reformation; term paper due
	215-233

	15
	Review
	

	16
	Final Exam (December 14)
	


� This includes notes.  The notes should be placed immediately following the text only if they can all be kept on one page.  If not, the notes should start a separate page.  Text and notes together should be no more than eight pages.
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